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In the United States, the term academic health science center implies a medical school
plus one additional health professional school in lation with a hospital owned and
operated by the academic institution. There are more than 100 of these academic health
soience centers in the United States and most of these have 3 or more biomedical and/or
health professional schools as part of the complex.

The teaching hospitals of the United States are truly the teaching laboratories for the

1 and b ducational institutions. All schools and students in
mosuchoolauhltmthspmm,boihm_padmand balatory, for hing purp At
our institation for inst we have 5 schools and a 722 bed hospital and every patient
admimdormypaﬁemominthewmmqrmlswodasawhingcuo Onr
hosplulwmtomlyﬁwdu hing for | students but also resid
in some 28 specialties audsnbspeclaltles

Themdenuohallﬂ:wlmeomhualargempmi‘bﬂityandthlumehdeunotmly
the teaching of the future health professi ientists but also to provide
comnmmtymce,pmvﬁelsonrwofhﬂlthcmﬁm’themedwaﬂyundﬁ'umadandha
the tertiary referral center and safety net hospital for all other health care facilities within a
given community.

‘Within the health science center, hfxﬂhyhavedlshnctrwpmaﬂnhhes In all cases,

¥ & PTogT

faculty bers are expected to participate in the mp of the institution
aswellaammem:handnﬂiee wluchmthecaseofthechmmlfacnltymnpmﬁdhg
patient care. The org ional structure of an acad health science center not only allows

for this participation by all facuity members but also encourages such participation.

Funding for an academic health science center comes from many sources but most
support is from self-generated funds by the institution itself. There are many state-supported
institations but the level of support ranges from 10_25% of the total budget, depending on
whchswhnsbmglwkedltlnmstuldmmhmlthw:memmﬂwmofm

hospital is the primary source of revenue for the entire institution. This inclhud
not only the third party payers but also includes the grad dical ed ion and indi
dical education reimt hrough the federal program of Medicare.
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