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My Beautiful Taiwanese Experience

The trip to Tatwan from Valencia
was quite interesting. First, the flights,
Iloveto doitin big planes and 1
whishedto seethelandscape from the
airplane when we flied over India,
Pakistan or the former Soviet
Eepublics butit was the night Our
short stopin Bangkok was my first
startle with people and a culture
different to ours. There was high
humid and hot, 1t was suffocating.
Onething that appeals to me were the
Thait stewardess, they are small and
delicate compared with the huge
Holland ones of KL I am alsosmall,
so Ipreferthe That ones. When we
arrivedto Taipet it was raining, I
rememberthis city as ahumidand
noisy one. A huge amount of
motorcyclesreplace the bicycles that
were usednot solong ago. The people
drivein a chaotic way and justcross
the street,even when the traffic light 15
greenis an adventure. The streets were
dirty by the engine o1l andthe air
highly polluted. The economic growth
brings also the pollution, it 15 the same
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in Europe, but here, there are a general
ecologist thinking that I didnotfindin
Taiwan. The food was strange, the
breadis notuseddandIloveit, and also
yvou donot add saltto the food. Inthe
foodthere are mixes of bitter and
sweet tastes and my palate 1snotused
tothis! Nevertheless, the meals are
varigd and healthy, which I thank
because Lhate the fast food. There are
alotof little restaurants thatinvade
the sidewalk and when you take a walk
the smells of the food mixed with the
smog giving a special smell to Taiwan.
Inthe sidewalksthere are also ahuge
am ount of shopsthat are open until

late and on Sundays; thisis not the
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samein spain. [ do notlike the
Consumer society, so I donotlike this
aspect of the Taiwanese soctety.
Anyway, I donotknow if thisis anew
thing or maybe the evolution of the
traditional life style. Weusedthe fast
andmodern Taipeil's tubetomove
around the city, we went to the zoo. I
love the animals and the HMature, so 1
enjoyedthe visittothe zoo as 1t1s
locatedinside a subtropical forest. On
our way to the zoo I saw a cemetery, it
was so different tothe oneswe have in
spain. In Taiwan they are beautiful
and care, younotice that the
Taiwaneserespect their ancestors. But
what I mostlike of my trip was Tainan.
When we arrived from Taiper, my
colleague in the National Cheng-EKung
University, herhusband and one of her
PhD students were waiting usin the
train station. They were so kind with
us, theyvinvitedus teo have dinner and
we enjoyved awonderful dinnerina
nice company. The day after, they
showedusthe city and some of the

temples. Ireally enjoyedthe
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sightseeing; this was the China I
expectedto find

The INational Cheng-Kung
Tniversity shockedme; the campusis
enormous with alot of Faculty with
economical resources andthe
departments are well endowed with.
The studies are planned asin USA and
they are differentto ours, butthe
research 1s quite stmilar But, again the
scarceimportance that vou have with
the environmental appeals tome, for
examplein the treatment of the
dangerous ressdiials, athing that in my
opinion mustbeimproved as soon as
possible forthe good of all. Everybody
in the Tniversity has agoodlevel of
English andthe communication
between us was nearly always easy and
fluent. There were no moments when
we feel alone as the Taiwanese people
are kind and affectionate. However, 1ts
way of amuse and enjoy the free time
15 quite different from ours. Ibelieve
thatin Europe, and especially in Spain,
we have aleisure culture stronger, my

colleague will notice what Il meant
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when she visits Spain. We work less
hours sowe havemore time for other
activities and enjoy the free timein a
different way, we go outfor dinner
with friends, to take some dninks,
dance or do several one-day trips to the
beach, countryside. What I saw 15 that
the first entertainmentin Tawanisto
gotothe KTV, of course, I'wasin one.
Itwas my first time and I was ok. But,
Iprefer dance andlisten the music
while I talk with some friends thatlook
tothe screen and sing for hours.
Talsowvisitedthe wetlands that
surround Tainan and I 'was astonished
forthe quantity of exotic birds that fly
in freedom sonear the city and also for
the extensive aquaculture equipments
where the Taiwanese growth every
kind of fish and shellfish. We haveto
congratulate the government andthe
people of Tatwan forits work in the

field of the aquaculture. Itwas in that
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trip that Itaste forthe firsttime fried
oysters, and Ireally like them. Inmy
country we also eat different kinds of
fish and seafood, 1n thisthing Spain s
more similar to the Asian countries
than European ones. We alseo eatalot
of rice cookedin a differentway- and
Valenciaislike some cities in Taiwan
surrounding for rice camps.
cometimes Istill dream aboutthe
streets of those cities Ivisitedin
Taiwan and with the beautiful colors of
theneon lights with those Chinese

characters that illuminate the streets.
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